38                  CONTEMPORARY ESSAYS.

College, the Dean of Westminster remarked that the
Solicitor-General seemed to overlook the modification
as to subscription which had been made during the
last few years.    A clergyman is not now pledged to
every statement of the Churches formularies.   He only
declares his general assent to the doctrines of the .
Church.    This doubtless leaves an open door for dis-
honest men, but  experience teaches that no  door,
however close, can keep them out.    The tests having
been found ineffectual, Dean Stanley is in favour of
getting rid of them altogether.    Before such a step
is 'taken, many even of the most liberal Churchmen
will pause.    Tests are of two kinds.    They may be
barriers in the way of progress,  or they may bo
badges of victory in the hard battles of the past*
The Church of England has a history, in many re-
spects a noble history.    No true Englishman wishes
the memory of the struggles of the Keformation to
be forgotten.   The negative part of a creed is some-
times as important as the positive.   The errors of
the Church of Home were renounced at the [Reforma-
tion by the people of England.   The National Church
set up the Articles and formularies to prevent the
return of these errors.   If we pull down the barriers
that are behind us, our progress onward may be
arrested.    If we were in no danger of a return of
Roman Catholic heresies, it would be right at once to
set aside the formularies which condemn them.    Like
other old errors in theology, they might be left to
the pages of the historian.   Bjit the Church of Eome
still exists.    It is as exacting, as audacious, and as
unscrupulous as ever in proclaiming, with  the pro-